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Research Activities

Robert Ball has been working most recently on data acquisition software and hardware
for testing the ATLAS MDT chambers. This includes the development of a PC-based
Mini Data Acuisition software suite utilitizing Labwindows/CVTI software from National
Instruments. He has a long standing expertise in data acquisition software dating back
to some of the earliest days of FNAL. He was a part of the SDC collaboration team at
the SSC which produced the UNIDA(Q) suite of portable, UNIX-based DAQ software. For
the L3 experiment he assembled and operated a Fermilab ACP/R3000 parallel processing
farm which was the largest, non-CERN computing resource for the L3 experiment over a
period of several years. More recently he took the lead in ensuring that a modern network
backbone was installed in the physics building complex at the University of Michigan and
is still called upon to help trouble shoot difficulties when they arise. As a staff member
of the HEP electronics shop at Michigan he administers or oversees the administration of
the HEP UNIX clusters. As the ATLAS activity unfolds he intends to take an active role
in the Michigan efforts in ATLAS data acquisition, in the establishment and operation of
the ATLAS/CDF /D@ computing cluster, and in collaboratory work with the UM School

of Information.
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